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NOTES. 

The Etymology of 'Four.' 

Pedersen, K. Z. 32, p. 272, suggests as the etymology of 'five' 
(cf. Sanskrit pafica, ireVrc, etc.) q e tvores pen que, i. e. 'four and 
one,' comparing ' eleven,' iv-via and other forms of similar origin. 
Sa-hdsra in Sanskrit might be added ; compare que in uterque. 
This pen may perhaps be seen in *pantvant, nam, if (instead of 
pant = quant) pan = 8\os solus unus ! The corresponding qu, Sk. 
ca, of quattuor had before this been equated by Bugge, B. B. 14, 
75 sq., with que: quattuor = *duoqet dud-nres = duo que duo 
nares (Sk. ndras = men). This etymology makes it necessary to 
invent a *qet in the sense of que, for which is no proof. Fick 
derives the word (Sk. catvaras = quattuor) from cat, to hide, 
apparently because when one finger is hidden four are visible — a' 
very ingenious explanation. I think the second consonant was 
originally a vowel, catu — nrf. The feminine is cdtasras with 
the Rig-Veda form c&tasaras (5. 35. 2 : cdlasarah . . . tisardli). 
The form found in composition in the Rig-Veda is catur, and 
in the Atharva Veda cat/lr= quater. If we compare the forms 
for 'three' in Sanskrit we have fem. tisrds; and in the genitive 
of each tisrnam and catasrnam. The form catur may be 
ca-tur, the tur (cf. ace. cat/Iras) a variation of the stem tri or 
ter, 'three.' Compare Whitney, Gr. 482d. With labialization 
we find mavpes, petur, fi-dv6r, 'four.' One of the Vedic words for 
'fourth' is caturthd, a form which is found first in the A. V. In 
the Rig- Veda the only word for 'fourth' is iuriya. But this 
adjective did not mean exclusively 'fourth.' Among the Taittiri- 
yakas it is said to have had the meaning ' third,' and hence has to 
be defined; in the Brahmanas expressly: " ttcriyam is the same 
as caturthdm" unnecessary if generally admitted. It must have 
gone through the process indicated above ; *ca-turiya, ca-tiiras 
being parallel. *Turas = *taras = rpels (compare pitdr). The 
vowel in catvaras is not older than the short form ; it is hazard- 
ous to seek the dual in it. Compare ketveres, Terfapes, Lucil. 
97, 121 (Lach.) -or, and Hor. 'quattuor ima,' etc. The word 
'one' (for which there is no common Aryan sign) must have 
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been gradually dropped before the ca, which, as cdtasras- 
shows, is here not enclitic (ca = Kal). Tisr&s stands for trisras, 
according to the explanation held by Bugge (hence here trasras). 
The meaning ascribed by Bugge to the termination is not 
certain enough to warrant the assumption that the -or of quattuor 
stands for the dual plus nares, nres ; nor is there much antecedent 
probability that 'four' was originally expressed by 'two and two 
men,' although, granted that fingers were called sisters, *trisras 
might have meant 'three fingers.' Schmidt holds to an original 
long vowel in our word, but both stems may at least claim an 
equal age (see Schmidt, K. Z. 25, p. 43; Wackernagel, ib., p. 283), 
or rather, the short stem seems more primitive; the long, the 
result of formal declension. Catur and rerPapes are as old as 
catvaras and fidvdr. Ennius' quattor is a contracted form. 

Bkyn Mawr, January, 1892. E. WASHBURN HOPKINS. 



Notes on Thucydides, Book IV. 

4, I COS 5e OVK eTTtlBeV OVT€ 70VS (TTpaTJjyOVS OlJT€ TOVS OTpClTlCOTaS, v&Tepov 

Ka\ Tois ra^tapxois Koiycocras, jj(7i>xn£bj> vno airXoiaSy p*XP l n v T °is rots OTpaTf 
cotcus <T)(o\d£ovo iv oppf] eventae Trtptoraaiv eVret^tcrai to xtaplov. 

Grote says : " Finding himself thus unsuccessful [with the gen- 
erals], Demosthenes presumed upon the undefined permission 
granted to him by the Athenian people to address himself first to 
the soldiers, last of all to the taxiarchs or inferior officers," etc. 
And Jowett translates : " As neither generals nor soldiers would 
listen to him, he at last communicated his idea to the officers of 
division; who would not listen to him either." 

But why, one must ask, as has been asked before, should D. com- 
municate with the taxiarchs after the soldiers ? To get over this 
difficulty, it has been proposed to regard the clause varepov . . . 
Kowaxras as explaining that he communicated with the soldiers 
indirectly only, through the taxiarchs. If this is the meaning, it 
is very awkwardly put ; and would the taxiarchs be the persons 
to employ for the purpose, seeing that they were not ' inferior 
officers,' but ranked next to the generals themselves? Perhaps. 

Thuc. wrote ovre tovs ragidpxovs, vtTTepov Kal tovtols Kowaxras. I WOUld 

explain the introduction of o-rpaTiaras into the text here as arising 
from the word ircpia-Tao-iv being (wrongly) understood to mean 
'changing round.' With my reading airols rois o-TpaTiarms comes 



